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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 

 

•  All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  

Exam iners m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly 

the sam e way as they m ark the last . 

•  Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. 

Candidates m ust  be rewarded for what  they have 

shown they can do rather than penalised for 

om issions.  

•  Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark 

schem e not  according to their  percept ion of where 

the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

•  There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the 

m ark schem e should be used appropriately.  

•  All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full m arks 

if deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the m ark 

schem e.  Exam iners should also be prepared to 

award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

•  Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will 

provide the pr inciples by which m arks will be 

awarded and exem plificat ion m ay be lim ited. 

•  When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion 

of the m ark schem e to a candidate’s response, the 

team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

•  Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it  with an alternat ive 

response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Pap er  2 :  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  ( Tr ad i t ion a l  Ch ar act er s)  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( i )  G 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( i i )  C 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( i i i )  B 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( iv )  D 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( v )  E 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( i )  D 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( i i )  B  1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( i i i )  E  1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( iv )  F  1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( v )  C  1  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( i )  A  1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( i i )  B  1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( i i i )  B 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( iv )  A  1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( v )   C  1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

I ndicat ive content  Mark  

4  This quest ion will be assessed according to the 

standard assessm ent  cr iter ia for writ ing given 

below.   

1 0  

 

Mar k s  Com m u n icat ion  an d  Con t en t  

0  No effect ive com m unicat ion.  

1  

The task has not  been com pleted. There is lit t le 

m eaningful com m unicat ion. Most  of the text  m ay have 

been copied without  any at tem pt  to adapt  it .  The 

m essage is m ost ly incom prehensible.  

2  

The task m ay be only part ly com pleted. Som e of the 

inform at ion m ay have been copied from  the text  without  

any at tem pt  to adapt  it .  The m essage m ay be 

incom prehensible at  t im es.  

3  

The task is m ost ly com pleted but  with som e am biguity. 

Som e of the inform at ion m ay not  be fully relevant . The 

m essage is generally com prehensible overall.  

4  

The task is m ost ly com pleted. The inform at ion is 

relevant . The m essage is com prehensible. There m ay be 

m inor om issions or ambiguity.  

5  

The task is com pleted. The inform at ion is fully relevant . 

The m essage is com prehensible and well organised. I t  

m ay show som e originality.  
 

Mar k s  Kn ow led g e an d  Ap p l icat ion  o f  Lan g u ag e  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  

Only isolated exam ples of accurate language. Frequent  

errors which prevent  com m unicat ion. No awareness of 

language st ructure.  

2  

Sim ple vocabulary and st ructures only just  adequate to 

the task. Much inaccuracy which im pedes 

com m unicat ion.  

3  

Vocabulary and st ructures are quite sim ple but  adequate 

to the task. Som e variety m ay be at tem pted, but  

inaccurate language som et im es im pedes com m unicat ion.  

4  

Vocabulary and st ructures generally appropriate to the 

task. Som e variety but  correct  usage is not  always 

m aintained. Basic errors are evident  but  they rarely 

interfere with com m unicat ion.  

5  

Appropriate vocabulary for the task. Sim ple and m ore 

com plex st ructures are generally used accurately. There 

m ay be m inor lapses which do not  im pede 

com m unicat ion.  
 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

5  
B -  C -  F -  H -  J 

 

5  

 
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( a)  倫敦東部 東倫敦 倫敦/東部/英國 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( b )   北京烤鴨和麵條 烤鴨和麵 鴨子和湯麵 2  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( c)   晚上八點 晚八點 八點/晚上 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( d )   五個星期 五周 
 

 1  
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( e)   十六歲 十六 大人/成年人  

1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( f )  

（1） 

 

       

（2） 

兩種 

 

他们有中國客人也有英國客人 

二種 英文和中文  

 

2  
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( g )   王先生  王經理  

1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( h )   護照  身份證  

1  



 

 

  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

General guidance Mark  

6  I n addit ion to these 1 0  m arks, 5  m arks are 

available for the quality of the Chinese in the 

answers 

 
 

5  

 
Mar k  Kn ow led g e an d  ap p l i cat ion  o f  lan g u ag e  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  Basic vocabulary and st ructures, frequent ly inappropriate. 

Lit t le or no evidence of language awareness. Frequent  basic 

errors and inaccuracies im pede com m unicat ion. Nearly all 

m aterial direct ly lifted from  the original text . 

2  Lim ited vocabulary and st ructures. Frequent  lapses. Som e 

evidence of accurate language, which is m ost ly lifted st raight  

from  the original text . Main points are however com m unicated, 

despite inaccuracies. 

3  Adequate vocabulary and st ructures. Quality of accuracy is 

inconsistent  and som et im es im pedes com m unicat ion.  Basic 

gram m ar generally m astered, but  weaknesses evident  in m ore 

difficult  areas. 

4  Appropriate vocabulary and st ructures often used accurately. 

There m ay also be a few basic errors which rarely interfere 

with com m unicat ion. 

5  Appropriate vocabulary and st ructures generally used 

accurately. There m ay be occasional m inor lapses which do not  

im pede com m unicat ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

General guidance Mark  

7  Marked using the following cr iter ia 1 5  

 
    

Mar k s  Com m u n icat ion  an d  Con t en t  

0  No relevant  com m unicat ion.  

1  

Lit t le relevant  inform at ion conveyed. 

Level of response very lim ited. 

Much am biguity and/ or incoherence. 

Except  for isolated item s, would not  be com prehensible 

to a nat ive speaker.  

2  

Key inform at ion given;  possibly m ajor om issions and/ or 

irrelevance, repet it ion. 

Level of response m inim al with lim ited evidence of 

descript ion or opinions. 

Som e am biguity. Just  about  com prehensible overall.  

Sentences writ ten in isolat ion. Not  easy to read.  

3  

Suitable relevant  inform at ion conveyed, although there 

m ay be som e om issions and/ or irrelevance. 

Evidence of ability to go beyond a minimal response, 

beginning to expand ideas and express opinions. 

Som e am biguity, especially if m ore am bit ious language is 

at tem pted. Com prehensible overall.  

Som e at tem pt  at  linking piece into a whole. Am biguous in 

places.  

4  

Detailed response to the st im ulus, although there m ay be 

m inor om issions. 

Evidence of descript ion, opinion and expansion, as 

appropriate to the task.  

Meaning generally clear. Som e lapses. 

Reasonable at tem pt  to link the piece into a whole. 

Generally coherent . May be rather pedest r ian or 

alternat ively som ewhat  over-am bit ious.  

5  

Very detailed and fully relevant  response to the st im ulus. 

Clearly able to narrate, describe, express opinions and 

expand, as appropriate to the task. 

Excellent  com m unicat ion;  no am biguity. 

Excellent  linking of the piece into a whole. Coherent  and 

pleasant  to read.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mar k s  Kn ow led g e an d  Ap p l icat ion  o f  Lan g u ag e  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  

Very lim ited language, which great ly rest r icts 

com m unicat ion.  

Language very basic and frequent ly inappropriate. 

Lit t le understanding of language st ructures and/ or 

form at ion and use of tenses. 

Occasional alm ost  correct  phrase or short  sentence, but  

this will be pre- learned.  

2  

Lim ited vocabulary and st ructures, only just  adequate to 

the task. 

Language basic and som et im es inappropriate. Sentences 

sim ple and usually short . There m ay be som e sim ple 

subordinat ion.  

Som e evidence of correct  format ion and use of verbs, but  

frequent  lapses.  

Pre- learned, set  phrases predom inate. Som e at tem pts at  

enhancem ent  of facts, but  this is likely to be only 

part ially successful.  

3  

Vocabulary and st ructures adequate to the task.  

Style basic, correct  syntax when using sim ple, short  

sentences. Som e longer sentences where syntax is not  

always correct .   

Som e at tem pts to m anipulate language, despite use of 

pre- learned language and/ or set  phrases at  t im es;  this 

m ay be only part ially  successful.  

4  

Evidence of a range of vocabulary and st ructures 

appropriate to the task. 

Som e at tem pt  to vary sentences by using m ore 

am bit ious st ructures, although unlikely to be wholly 

successful. 

Tenses generally appropriately used.  

Som e abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  purpose, 

albeit  with m istakes.  

5  

Vocabulary and st ructures com fortably equal to the task. 

No repet it ion. 

Confident  use of a variety of com plex st ructures.  

Range of tenses appropriately used. 

Clear abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  purpose.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mar k s  Accu r acy  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  

Frequent  basic errors and inaccuracies prevent  

com m unicat ion. 

I solated exam ples of correct  language.  

2  

Frequent  basic errors, but  m ain points com m unicated. 

Som e correct  phrases, but  frequent  incorrect  writ ing, 

inaccurate genders.  

3  

Fair ly accurate in sim ple language. Errors do not  prevent  

com m unicat ion. 

About  half of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor 

errors;  inaccuracy increases when m ore com plex 

st ructures are at tem pted.  

4  

Generally accurate in st raight forward language. 

Accuracy can be m ore variable when m ore com plex 

st ructures are at tem pted.  

5  

High level of accuracy. Not  fault less, but  only occasional 

m inor errors. 

Secure when using m ore com plex language, though not  

necessarily fault less.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Pap er  2 :  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  ( Sim p l i f ied  Ch ar act er s)  
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( i )  G 1  
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( i i )  C 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( i i i )  B 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( iv )  D 1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

1 ( v )  E 1  
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( i )  D 1  
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( i i )  B  1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( i i i )  E  1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( iv )  F  1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

2 ( v )  C  1  
 

Quest ion Answer  Mark  



 

Num ber  

3 ( i )  A  1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( i i )  B  1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( i i i )  B 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( iv )  A  1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

3 ( v )   C  1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

I ndicat ive content  Mark  

4  This quest ion will be assessed according to the 

standard assessm ent  cr iter ia for writ ing given 

below.  This can also be found on page 13 of the 

Specificat ion.  

1 0  

 

Mar k s  Com m u n icat ion  an d  Con t en t  

0  No effect ive com m unicat ion.  

1  

The task has not  been com pleted. There is lit t le 

m eaningful com m unicat ion. Most  of the text  m ay have 

been copied without  any at tem pt  to adapt  it .  The 

m essage is m ost ly incom prehensible.  

2  

The task m ay be only part ly com pleted. Som e of the 

inform at ion m ay have been copied from  the text  without  

any at tem pt  to adapt  it .  The m essage m ay be 

incom prehensible at  t im es.  

3  

The task is m ost ly com pleted but  with som e am biguity. 

Som e of the inform at ion m ay not  be fully relevant . The 

m essage is generally com prehensible overall.  

4  

The task is m ost ly com pleted. The inform at ion is 

relevant . The m essage is com prehensible. There m ay be 

m inor om issions or ambiguity.  

5  

The task is com pleted. The inform at ion is fully relevant . 

The m essage is com prehensible and well organised. I t  

m ay show som e originality.  



 

 

  

 

Mar k s  Kn ow led g e an d  Ap p l icat ion  o f  Lan g u ag e  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  

Only isolated exam ples of accurate language. Frequent  

errors which prevent  com m unicat ion. No awareness of 

language st ructure.  

2  

Sim ple vocabulary and st ructures only just  adequate to 

the task. Much inaccuracy which im pedes 

com m unicat ion.  

3  

Vocabulary and st ructures are quite sim ple but  adequate 

to the task. Som e variety m ay be at tem pted, but  

inaccurate language som et im es im pedes com m unicat ion.  

4  

Vocabulary and st ructures generally appropriate to the 

task. Som e variety but  correct  usage is not  always 

m aintained. Basic errors are evident  but  they rarely 

interfere with com m unicat ion.  

5  

Appropriate vocabulary for the task. Sim ple and m ore 

com plex st ructures are generally used accurately. There 

m ay be m inor lapses which do not  im pede 

com m unicat ion.  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Answer  Mark  

5  
B -  C -  F -  H-  J 

 

5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( a)  伦敦东部 东伦敦 伦敦/东部/英国 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( b )   北京烤鸭和面条 烤鸭和面 鸭子和汤面 2  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( c)   晚上八点 晚八点 八点/晚上 1  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( d )   

 
 

五个星期 

 

 

五周 

 
 

 1  

 
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( e)   十六岁 十六 大人/成年人  

1  
 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( f )  

（1） 

 

        

（2） 

两种 

 

他们有中国客人也有英国客人 

二种 英文和中文  

2  

 
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( g )   王先生  王经理  

1  
 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

Correct  Answer  Acceptable 

Answers 

Reject  Mark  

6 ( h )   护照  身份证  

1  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

General guidance Mark  

6  I n addit ion to these 1 0  m arks, 5  m arks are 

available for the quality of the Chinese in the 

answers 

 
 

5  

 

 
Mar k  Kn ow led g e an d  ap p l i cat ion  o f  lan g u ag e  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  Basic vocabulary and st ructures, frequent ly inappropriate. 

Lit t le or no evidence of language awareness. Frequent  basic 

errors and inaccuracies im pede com m unicat ion. Nearly all 

m aterial direct ly lifted from  the original text . 

2  Lim ited vocabulary and st ructures. Frequent  lapses. Som e 

evidence of accurate language, which is m ost ly lifted st raight  

from  the original text . Main points are however com m unicated, 

despite inaccuracies. 

3  Adequate vocabulary and st ructures. Quality of accuracy is 

inconsistent  and som et im es im pedes com m unicat ion.  Basic 

gram m ar generally m astered, but  weaknesses evident  in m ore 

difficult  areas. 

4  Appropriate vocabulary and st ructures often used accurately. 

There m ay also be a few basic errors which rarely interfere 

with com m unicat ion. 

5  Appropriate vocabulary and st ructures generally used 

accurately. There m ay be occasional m inor lapses which do not  

im pede com m unicat ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber  

General guidance Mark  

7  Marked using the following cr iter ia 1 5  

 
    

Mar k s  Com m u n icat ion  an d  Con t en t  

0  No relevant  com m unicat ion.  

1  

Lit t le relevant  inform at ion conveyed. 

Level of response very lim ited. 

Much am biguity and/ or incoherence. 

Except  for isolated item s, would not  be com prehensible 

to a nat ive speaker.  

2  

Key inform at ion given;  possibly m ajor om issions and/ or 

irrelevance, repet it ion. 

Level of response m inim al with lim ited evidence of 

descript ion or opinions. 

Som e am biguity. Just  about  com prehensible overall.  

Sentences writ ten in isolat ion. Not  easy to read.  

3  

Suitable relevant  inform at ion conveyed, although there 

m ay be som e om issions and/ or irrelevance. 

Evidence of ability to go beyond a minimal response, 

beginning to expand ideas and express opinions. 

Som e am biguity, especially if m ore am bit ious language is 

at tem pted. Com prehensible overall.  

Som e at tem pt  at  linking piece into a whole. Am biguous in 

places.  

4  

Detailed response to the st im ulus, although there m ay be 

m inor om issions. 

Evidence of descript ion, opinion and expansion, as 

appropriate to the task.  

Meaning generally clear. Som e lapses. 

Reasonable at tem pt  to link the piece into a whole. 

Generally coherent . May be rather pedest r ian or 

alternat ively som ewhat  over-am bit ious.  

5  

Very detailed and fully relevant  response to the st im ulus. 

Clearly able to narrate, describe, express opinions and 

expand, as appropriate to the task. 

Excellent  com m unicat ion;  no am biguity. 

Excellent  linking of the piece into a whole. Coherent  and 

pleasant  to read.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Mar k s  Kn ow led g e an d  Ap p l icat ion  o f  Lan g u ag e  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  

Very lim ited language, which great ly rest r icts 

com m unicat ion.  

Language very basic and frequent ly inappropriate. 

Lit t le understanding of language st ructures and/ or 

form at ion and use of tenses. 

Occasional alm ost  correct  phrase or short  sentence, but  

this will be pre- learned.  

2  

Lim ited vocabulary and st ructures, only just  adequate to 

the task. 

Language basic and som et im es inappropriate. Sentences 

sim ple and usually short . There m ay be som e sim ple 

subordinat ion.  

Som e evidence of correct  format ion and use of verbs, but  

frequent  lapses.  

Pre- learned, set  phrases predom inate. Som e at tem pts at  

enhancem ent  of facts, but  this is likely to be only 

part ially successful.  

3  

Vocabulary and st ructures adequate to the task.  

Style basic, correct  syntax when using sim ple, short  

sentences. Som e longer sentences where syntax is not  

always correct .   

Som e at tem pts to m anipulate language, despite use of 

pre- learned language and/ or set  phrases at  t im es;  this 

m ay be only part ially  successful.  

4  

Evidence of a range of vocabulary and st ructures 

appropriate to the task. 

Som e at tem pt  to vary sentences by using m ore 

am bit ious st ructures, although unlikely to be wholly 

successful. 

Tenses generally appropriately used.  

Som e abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  purpose, 

albeit  with m istakes.  

5  

Vocabulary and st ructures com fortably equal to the task. 

No repet it ion. 

Confident  use of a variety of com plex st ructures.  

Range of tenses appropriately used. 

Clear abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  purpose.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mar k s  Accu r acy  

0  No language worthy of credit .  

1  

Frequent  basic errors and inaccuracies prevent  

com m unicat ion. 

I solated exam ples of correct  language.  

2  

Frequent  basic errors, but  m ain points com m unicated. 

Som e correct  phrases, but  frequent  incorrect  writ ing, 

inaccurate genders.  

3  

Fair ly accurate in sim ple language. Errors do not  prevent  

com m unicat ion. 

About  half of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor 

errors;  inaccuracy increases when m ore com plex 

st ructures are at tem pted.  

4  

Generally accurate in st raight forward language. 

Accuracy can be m ore variable when m ore com plex 

st ructures are at tem pted.  

5  

High level of accuracy. Not  fault less, but  only occasional 

m inor errors. 

Secure when using m ore com plex language, though not  

necessarily fault less.  
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